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The characteristics of rock-density distributions on the surface

and in the crust of the Moon

DU Jin-Song., CHEN Chao” , LIANG Qing, ZHOU Cong
Institute o f Geophysics & Geomatics, China University of Geosciences, Wuhan 430074, China

Abstract The variations of rock-density on the lunar surface and inside the crust indicate the
component of lunar crust and even helpful in comprehending lunar tectonics and evolution. Based
on the distributions of metal elements Fe, Th and Mg on the lunar surface derived from the
measurement of Lunar Prospector mission, the global petrologic distributions of plagioclase, Mg-
rich rock, basalt and KREEP rock can be interpreted mineralogically and geochemically. In this
study, the rock-density distribution on the lunar surface was calculated according to petrologic
distributions and densities of the rock samples, meteorites and estimations from recent
achievements as well. Values of density in the near surface were adjusted with the relationship
between the contents of Fe and rock-density. The density model of lunar crust was determined
using separated lunar Bouguer gravity anomaly data, which were calculated from topography
model CLTM-s01 and gravity model SGM100h. This model represents the lateral variations of
density within the depth of 40 km. The distributions of density in the lunar crust indicate that the
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lunar crust, at least the upper crust, in most area, is dominated by light silicate rock with rich

aluminium, calcium and magnesium elements. It is speculated that the primary lunar crust is

composed globally of light and calcium magnesium silicate rocks. The basalt and KREEP rock, as

a thin layer, covers the original lunar crust.

Keywords

1 5 F

Apollo 5 H ¥k ¥ # & 5 (Lunar Prospector,
LP) oy 3% A4 5 0 ik — 5 v G S X 4
LTS SUR T B IE AL AR A R Z R R 4y
fi 2B A Bk R Ak 0T R o AR A B —.
Berezhnoy %5 | i 2 70 % 3 £ BERb4 k& 1
EVEIEAT S 2R A AT I S T BR R 3 5 A7 TE
TR BRHC A B A A AR 3R T L e B
B SR M RRAE L 7E T b DX AE AR S BRI X
R MAEVF 2 KA A 16 7R S 47 76 A 0 s 48 1
KA. AR A R AT Apollo 5 LP i 5 4 £& 554X
R A 3% Fe . Th 5 Mg =Fh 0 & 70 A1 £ 4 » 8 i
SIPTICR T 5 AR A A R AL A DM BRI T A&
H R A A B3 A &I Sy Bk A A B AT
Z Fp 28 oM H 4y Aii A ¥y, Konopliv 7 F
LP165P J1BREE Jy 37 84, o0 Al b T e 6 0 % %
FE/AETE 300 ~400 kg/m® [ 45 4k. Chambat™® 5
Reindler™ #F 58 ¥ 1A A J 5 P 38 A7 7 55 K 1 % B2 4
B ESCAEENIR R R E ) F o N2 R
JE O3 ik W) AP UE S T I A 1R E ) S E A
JEP A ) T R i e R AT
H e R BT N X 20 8 BUR & H 7 A %
FEFERE [0 A8 4k, AT WL, Sy A BRR)Z 5 H 5t 8 A %
oy A AERL BT LR ik — 2B 0F T BRI TR A 3 L T Fe
AW R AN SIS A BRI AR B U o S A
4 [v] R4 i Ltk 5 2 o

Ohtake %3 it 43 T SELENE 2 3% Bt & AX
PRI H BRRZRHC A & -8R AN B A 52k
#or (~98 vol. %0) t &t K £1 41 1 s Solomon"* 5
Haines""* i 58 1A S 76 3 il X ] 3L 8650 %
Foo5mBAAMXE. MHTRST WX
R U Y S ] st E A B S R AR ARG
FLHEMERD T H BRm e H 52 ng B AL X w7
AR T HBRERZ 508 A 72 W) B oy e oA
Hikida 5" FI ] Apollo H Bk A1 FE 5 i B I 5 9
ko Bt s ) ) AR AL ST ] Fe AR ) 9 LAY SR

Chang'E-1 (CE-1), Lunar rock, Rock density, Lunar gravity field, Lunar crust

A ERE T3] LB GE H 7 4 3k RUBE (9 49 Jot 4% J3E 4%
Aii AR DATE A W55 RHB 200 8 T i "B S 5 58
3 A T AR AR ) R L TR R R VH e 5 g
Py 0 (E

AR SCAR S LP A By S e 1% ACER I 1y H R IT R 4>
A B S AE 50 BT 3R R 2 vk B L o A i Sl b AR
a2 A0 R 5 B 2 R R A L ST T R
% B AR BT SROR 1Y R MU BE R (CLTM-s01)
F1H Bk 8 S 3 8 R (SGM100h) . 43 #F T H 5% 0~
40 ke 35 BE 90 [Bl N 25 A1 O 39 %% 8 A0 8 ) A8 fb R AE
TP T — 2B A

2 HBRGR)Z A A 2R A Ko A FFAE

2.1 ARKREBEALE TEZS=RTENHE

DRI R W], Bk Rl F 2= A KA
XA mHE A (R A S E B4
FHE) HE S (KREEP 2) MM R4,

i 2 53 AT A H 3R KR H AT 30 1) L A
Rz 0 98] 7 3K N AR K Y A U e R T
FIHA M R HIETE R ZRE. QiR s F 2
HFEA KA SRR B B ) AR, B Bk
HH R T 150~450 km &b 4 5T (14 35 53 16 il » AS 325 B
T TR LA R L ] TIO, &
HORESEO N 0. 5% ~13% A1 48 TiO, & 5k
YRRV s B N S = 7 NV = N 17 STV 2
E AR RER L aE Y L AR AR A I
BRRGE - ZRAE S Fe 5 TigR . mAHK A S
&AL Ca%tR . TR ZRAETHERE = SR
KAEZERARFI, — A Fe ik X XA
FIRHE 2 Fe> 6% 19 X AT LA B2 2 R OA 2
A7 X, 1 Fe< 6% 1 X 38k AT RUAE R K 5 09 4 A
[

e BRIE BRI T s ol 0 R R AR L R
A BRI H R T 2 S
FHEAREE S E RS, HHE & KA & & w2
40°NL180°E Sfyrfraty , JUF- (5 4= H BRFZ MW Y 6020,
MR A BT H 95 0 M AHE A B/ B AR AS HE A



9 FEZNAASE 7 BRI JE T 58 W) 50 % BE 40 A AR AL 2061

/b5 A RN A1 RS A A 2L s R A B B )
e BT A A IR

WML AR S E U AHC S R AR BR R
M FEEEARBLHEE & Mg 5 Fe, i J5 # M L
B Caly Al Apollo DL K H R B A7 BE & 10 iF 55 3
W] E B A A RO A o KA D SO
W b E B A R E MO DR A
FoE w ] DUV 0 50w B 25 A 0 0 I A 3R 5 T DA
BRAL 20 A Bk A Mg ([Mg/ (Mg+Fe) D) Al DLE
N H R B A — A AR — O Mg 7R
75~85 [ A VE N B BE A, 1 Mg fH7E 85~95 11y
HAAENE BEA T L, L Mg >T75 B X I,
VE R & BE A A 40 A K 3R, Shearer & Papike 1A
NILFE A ORIE T A B R TR Y&
8 T AR % B Ry 3038469 kg/m?

A BRI 355 ZRAT 1 40 32 Sk 4 335 B 48 /s 7
HERF A 1 A KU T RV XSk B T AR 2 AN M2
JCE M B AEDY, B 4 (KREEP) & & K, REE
AP LK Th, U, Zr, Ba 2550 %", S 1 B i
B-12 FEEL (12013 #) & B0 AR 4 B0 00 & o, o0 B
e A3 o o A o L (0 (K, O0) >0, 7%) A o
LA (w (K, 0) = 0. 35% ~0. 7 %) K ER o3 HL %
A (w(K, 0)<C0. 35 %60 AL HE K %% T 71 TR ¥ X 35
TE JSCH 43 H R 5 0 5 I R LA il T RO T
R IR E I H KREEP 254 & 1l % iA
5 R X AN R AN A [ % R
T HFEAERL, g 3000 ~3100 kg/m’, 1 H # %X K&
Y 85 B R 3300~3400 kg/m*?%,

tF U.Th K JCE M & i Z [ B J& 1 A7 ¢, i
SO X Th ST R A& A AR & 78 LP i %
AR e, The 628 H80 148G BE S5 & » BB Ut T LI A
T IREEAR 3T Th JC 2 AL BRI A5 15 00 L 8K J5 A 4
Th & &, R 70 1 50 %S I, B w (Th) >>5. 0 X
10™° B4R X 35, 2 KREEP H & 1 43 Aii X7

£ BR 2 J — Bl by T4 o 1R MR R R R
. g ORS HAS R 2T A 4 bk i e T HL
Tl 43 Rl i S 45T B AR A AR B T A R 0 A
fiE s AT LUK £ R 5 300 43 S 2 0y WAL oy 5 2 0
kg s Fi R ) o A JSURRALE » ST AR 23 o B
PR Fl B e B O A R A AR S RS B
TR AL kA 5 A ERET . ARE
R B B 38R R 25 T LUK AR ) X3 AR TRl
PR ) 5 S5 43 o (A A B 422 R[] 19 B ) VR 45 1 s e AT
) 5 A oy AR 5.

J S FEAS 2H UMURL A 45 - B S GX L E X
NSRRI 80 20 Lh b i UKL . 32 S O A1 L A
KA A VERBRET R SRS R RS E R (X
A RHC S I R KCE 58 VA BR A RS L& R
Tl B s e U ko 4 DR L B 8 BB 0 R
R )8 B ) IR A A KA YA L BLA
B AR R T M A LAY A 2R R R )
MR R 2 LT H A A B G 2 M s
™). © e TE H Bk 5T Iy s i 39 e O B A 1
JIT IR o B B T 3k LK B0 B0k it X0 - 14
B EE Ry A~5 m, H fili H DX 4535 7 IR B R 10~
15 m"*, — B B0 T . H IS 5 T Bk ER T I
EN P 9 DN AR e AW /SR Y 3
HROR L B B T R A 38 T 4 L AR 20 em Kb
1400 kg/m® . #£ 1 m &bk 1600 kg/m? #*.

F1 ARREEONTE

Table 1 The rock-density of the lunar sub-surface

I Gke/m) B TR % 30k
=~

Wieczorek et al, 1999C26]
Ringwood, 1970:30]
Todd et al, 1972531
Stephens, 1971321,

3300~3400 i i1
3360 it
2880 (4iHkr &k i) Apollo 14

3300(£4L) Apollo 12 Wang et al, 197105
3200(Z4L) Apollo 12 Stephens., et al, 1971032
" 3270 @) Apollo 12 Kanamori et al, 1970534
o 3260k B Apollo 12 Kanamori et al, 1970L31]
3320 Apollo 12 Wang et al, 197133]
2880(AH fLBE)  Apollo 11 Kanamori et al, 197003
31804 ki) Apollo 11 Kanamori et al, 1970L34]
3100 Apollo 11 Anderson, 1972035
3100~3450 filfi it Hikida et al, 2007030
3400 it Gerhard, 1974037)
2850~2950 fli? Betteridge et al, 1972038
2900~3000  Apollo 17 Talwani et al, 1973039
B A 2990 Apollo 15 Reid et al, 1972040]
2760 it Solomon, 1974L41]
2900 1kt Gerhardt37)
B 2900~3000 flitte  Wieczorek & Zuber. 200102
H 3000 fhiih Papike, 199814%)
EE oo wr VD
2000~3000 it Talwani et al, 1973839
2340 (4IkL) Apollo 11 Kanamori et al, 197053%]
fRs  2210(fckD Apollo 11 Anderson, 1972L35]
2800 Apollo 15 Todd et al, 1972031
2330 Apollo 15 Todd et al, 197201]
2990 Apollo 11 Anderson, 1972035
H 3 )
1300 Apollo 12 Wang et al, 197133]

T o MG RE S W 203 20 A7 s b MHE 72 53 B2 AR BL A 3 s ¢ ARUHIG 4
i L W P 2H 53 S BT



2062 H Bk ¥ B % R (Chinese J. Geophys. ) 53 %

2.2 ARREERELESHEIE

HHE LP A 5 2 3% AR D 9 Fe, Mg 5 Th
SRR A (L Fe 5 Th 70 % 43 10 5046 (1 45 8]
GYHERH 0.5°X0. 5%, 1 Mg JGE K 57X 5°) 3 H il
H BRI o 5 26 3% 300 A A IR B o A 3R
30~50 e D) AR A A A, IR 1 R AT LA
AHE A G T A BRI 3 X i B A —
P25 L 43 A E R A 1 43 A X b {E 4y A T AR AR
R 3X Al BEME /R BHG A A H 52 B F e A Bk R
T B 38 A7 AR i i o VR L 0 B R A e e

150°W 120°W 90°W 60°W 30°W 0°

F M E B A — BOA R TE H BRIEUR AR P I
AHCEES WM 2 s v B A A A e T R R
A XN TE A Bk A B B AT KR
(Oceanus Procellarum) #1 1 # (Mare Imbrium) X,
MERAL N A RREN 1727, EE4 78 A Bkt
PR E R 30°S~60°N.80°W ~90°E ) H BR IF i 1Y
PP 26 32 b DX, 78 2R U v 5 e A SRR A L R L
A — BRI A SCEE RS SCERL6 I 4 2R ) 25
FERREEHEA G0 B, X5 Fet R
B 04 25 18] 73 B R A R A K

30°E 60°E 90°E 120°E 150°E

150°W 120°W 90°W 60°W 30°W 0° 30°E 60°E 90°E 120°E 150°E

e e |

e [ mien

K1 HBRRIE A ORI

Fig. 1 Petrologic distributions of the lunar near surface layer

3 R HERIRZ WYy IS AR A

B Apollo ZFHEM &5 Fr 47 171 (1 7 2R A A7 50 97
60 % LA bR 2 M TRt L B0 H BRE A1 & oh il R L
3 I S TR I A A AR AR K T HLTE H BRRZ
A% B 2 FLBR B s g KN R TE R 1 R, 5
FE A A — R TR N AR k. Z55 BT A SC
PRI A0 5 BE S0 3 - KR (3360 kg/m’) 4}
K5 (2800 kg/m*) , 3¢ %4 (3100 kg/m*) 5 & £
A5 (3000 kg/m®). T T HERRIZ&FE A%
JEE AL o 5 A L A0 A7 7 B B3 L AT R A A ) BR R
J2 W) L) A AR T

T H Rz RSSOk s AR
F 2R 5T A TR 2% b 4% T oe 28 R0 9 R 5 ) A3
PERA — 3, BT 15 B9 P % RE BN X RS,
Wieczorek 2 F|H Fe 7T & X 45 A1 B 53 1) B0 Jk 1 4t
ST Fe TR RESAABEEMLR" .

p= (2784 +12) 4 (28.142.2) X Fe(wt%). (1)

AR 20 (L) af RUAT 1 H 2R 107 ) o 5 8 o0 A
XD ER G Y8 % AR AT A2, al
IR AT A AR AR T AT L, A eon
WA Ry 3400 ke/m”, L M AR IR L N
VIR LA 0. 8 B O B UL AR B H B R
AT N 2 BOR.

M 2 AT LA Y H BRE T i Xk T R
P o 2 e A TR AT R A A Bk N A
R T AR AR A T 22 BV M s 4 B (LAY B B H o
e BR o M BIEL 23 A7 - AE R 20 20l T BRI+
IR 245 32 4 IX, 7 T 1 B 8 A3 3 X S Ay /D 00 A
1117 P A A b A A e DX, R 3 A 2 i T
WL, X R A a0 m A AN 5] BB
FRPE A5 T 23 A 69 AR S L X 5 Jolliff 455 4% A
FC I 73 AR T v L S A R T e AR
1 A SR M AR = A ) T BT AR A

TEAERBI S R 222 8 R T AR H 52



9 4 FESNHL 45 - H BRRIZ BH 589 5 2 o3 A R AE 2063

150°W 120°W 90°W 60°W 30°W 0°

30°E 60°E 90°E 120°E 150°E kg/m’
+ : - : - 3400
3350
. & 3300
5 4 A & 3250
I 3 3200
a7 3100
A% . ‘_"-0" 3050
. ¥ .‘ 3000
et ok I _wl3pes 2950
: -y :“é 2900
. 1Ly 2850
= - 60°S 2800
2750

150°W 120°W 90°W 60°W 30°W 0°

30°E 60°E 90°E 120°E 150°E

2700

Kl 2 HERERIZY) T R

Fig. 2 The density-distribution of the lunar near surface layer
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Fig.5 Lateral variations of density in the lunar crust (relative to the density of 2920 kg/m®)
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